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The ‘Platform Lift Company’ sponsored Amport Juniors have started preparations for the new season in a
positive mood. Already over subscribed at U9 and U11, indoor training has begun for age groups up to

U15 with strong support from coaches and parents.

This is all off the back of a good indoor season in the Salisbury league where the U10’s were in contention

for the top spot.

INDOOR ROUND UP

Under 10'’s

Amports youngest side has continued to
improve tremendously almost turning over the
league toppers South Wilts in an exciting end
of season game.

Nathan Birks starred with both bat and ball
showing consistently good skill and
judgement and an understanding of the game
beyond his years; he was not dismissed in the
eleven matches he played in. Outstanding all
round performances were made by Tom
Smith (60 runs without dismissal) and
Harrison Pape (5 wickets in 10 over’s.)

Other stalwarts of the squad of eleven were
Jakob Russell, Alex Griffith, Cerys and
Callum Cousins and Harry Hiscock. It was the
first indoor season for Tally O’Farrell, Will
Moon and Tom Carr-Smith and the way their

cricket improved week after week bodes well for Amport in the future. But Amport’s accomplishment has to
be attributed not to individual contributions but to their ability play as a team, supporting each other when
being tested. To push South Wilts, the only team to beat Amport and the largest and strongest team in the
league, to the final ball of the match was some achievement. In the final match of the U10 season, when
Cerys Cousin’s clean bowled her opponent, with the final ball of the game, it was the perfect ending to
what was an outstanding team performance for Amport U10’s.

Under 12's

The U12'’s didn’t fair so well in a difficult league but improved dramatically as the season progressed.
Adam Bourner (46), Ollie Owen(28) and Oliver patching(19) were the star batsmen with Seamus O’Farrell,
George Sutcliffe and Liam.O’Sullivan topping the bowling, the other key player was Matthew Coombes.
The experience however has guaranteed a stronger side with the U13’s for the outdoor season.



The Under 12 team

Amport Ul4’s

Amport U14s completed their indoor season winning half of the games played. With regular performers
Ollie Bridge, Joe Hender, Haydn Sorensen, Hallam Doney, Callum Jones and George Willetts they were
backed up with occasional appearances from Sam Goacher and Sam Gardner. Top squad performers
were Callum for the bowling and Hallam for the batting.

A big thank you to all the parents involved, in par  ticular Sean O’Farrell, lan Smith, Graham
Coombes and Dennis Doney.

The New Season ahead.....

The indoor training has started really well.

Under 9’s — Focus on the basics, we have already covered ‘stance at the wicket’, ‘bowling basics and will
move onto catching and more batting before we move outdoors. Bowling is the hardest part to learn in
cricket so we do spend a bit more time on it.

The under 9’s have a team entered in the Sunday morning league this year. This will predominately be for
the older players from the age group. The game format is 10 a side pairs cricket where the players bat in
pairs losing runs for getting out. The game is played using a soft ‘incrediball’, no protection is needed.

Under 11's — We are starting to introduce training drills along with an introduction to the hard ball. This
means getting used to all of the pads and helmets for batting. We have been spending time in the nets so
far. This year they will be playing Sunday mornings in proper 11 a side, hard ball, ‘when you are out...you
are out’ cricket although some teams do sometimes request to play a hard ball pairs format game
particularly early in the season.

Under 13’s — With a small group at present (football commitments still outstanding) we have been using
this time to do some one to one coaching with the batting and bowling. This will be a challenging year for
the U13’s playing in the ‘A’ division of their league. Matches will still be played on Sunday mornings, 11 a
side hardball cricket.



Under 15’s - The U15s have been training with the senior players indoors so far. Unfortunately due to
unavailability of the school facilities we now have to wait until the training can start outdoors. We have
entered an U15 side this year. The games will be scheduled in on weekday evenings.

We have had a good help from parent volunteers at all age groups which | really appreciate.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Sean O’Farrell and Leighton Bone who have both successfully qualified as Level 1
UKCC coaches this year. They put in a lot of time and effort to complete the course and this all helps to
improve the quality of coaching, something that all the players will benefit from.

Leighton joins us from the senior side. He has played for many years as Amports opening bowler and his
son Lewis now joins the Under 9’s. Leighton saw this as the ideal time to get involved, he is currently also
the Club Captain.

Congratulations also to Nathan Birks who has been selected for the Winchester and District squad this
year. We wish him every success in this excellent standard of cricket. We know he’ll do well.

The New Outdoor Season

As we move outdoors at the end of April we will see the start of the Sunday morning Winchester League. |
say League but it is actually a league of friendlies and the results are not posted anywhere. There is a cup
competition at the end of July where trophies are competed for.

This year we are entering a team in every age group U9, U11, U13 and U15. The team managers are
listed below ;

Under 9's — Sean O’Farrell
Under 11's — Graham Coombes
Under 13’s — Richard Baugh
Under 15’s — Darren Goacher.

We will be in touch with players as the games begin. The focus will predominately be on the older players
in each age group but we intend to ensure that everyone gets a chance to play if we feel that they are
capable.

Please help the managers with prompt replies and assistance wherever possible.

The Future

The club is now starting to benefit from the development of the junior setup with younger players now
appearing in the senior league games, a process that Amport want to build on for a stronger future. We are
still having to operate a waiting list for U9s and U11’s but unfortunately our numbers at the older age
groups have declined slightly, something that all cricket clubs suffer from and because of this, if you know
anyone year 7 or older who would like to join the club please encourage them to come and give it a go, we
would really like to hear from them.

As always, please direct any enquiries to myself on 01264 772257.

The website is currently being updated with all of the latest information. Fixtures will be posted there along
with contact details. www.amportcc.co.uk

So lets plan and hope for a great season and some good weather !!
Richard Baugh

Juniors Organiser UKCC2
01264 772257



